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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)IS| This.action.ls.nonrfinal. 



3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) U10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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6) 13 ClaimCs) 1-6.9 and 10 is/are rejected 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 26 June 2003 is/are: aM accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
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1. The following is a quotation of the second para graph of 35 U S C 119- 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1 through 6, 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the ' 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

ln.claim-1Jines-10-t1, .lines-13-14 r line-18 and-claim 6-line-2 r the language -"the— 
sheet feeding means" lacks proper antecedent basis. The "sheet feeding means" 
<:has not been previously positively recited. The recitation of a sheet feeding 
means in lines 3-4 is not a positive recitation of the sheet feeding means as a 
part of the sheet feeding device. 

In claim 1 lines 10-15 and claim 9 lines 14-19, it is not understood how a "cam 
member per se can perform the stated function. It is the cooperation of the cam 
member with other elements of the invention which performs the recited function 
and it is unclear if all the required elements to permit the performance of the 
stated function have been recited or if sufficient structure is recited the operative 
relationship among the various structural elements has not been clearly 
established. 

In claim 1 lines 27-32 and claim 9 lines 31-36, it is not understood how the stated 
function is performed when the sheet containing means is accommodated in the 
apparatus main body as insufficient structure has been recited. 
In claim 2 lines 5-8, it is not clearly understood how retention of the sheet feeding 
means is canceled as recited as insufficient structure has be en recited 
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In claim 3 , it is unclear how the stated function is performs as insufficient 

structure has been recited to perform the stated function. 

In claim 4 lines 5-7, it is not understood how the pressurization portion does not 

prevent the canceling member from returning since the structural relationship 

between these elements has not been clearly established. 

In claim 6, it is no t understood how the recited function is p erformed as it is 

unclear if sufficient structure has been recited to permit such function to be 

performed or if sufficient structure is claimed the structural relationship among 

the various elements to perform the stated function has not been clearly 

established. 

In claim 10 line 6, line 7, line 16, line 18, line 19 and line 23, the language "the 
pick-up roller lacks proper antecedent basis. The recitation of a pick-up roller in 
line 4 is not a positive recitation of the pick-up roller as part of the image forming 
apparatus. 

3. Claims 1 through 6, 9 and 10 appear they would be allowable if rewritten or 
amended to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in 
this Office action. 

4. Claims 7 and 8 are allowed. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David H Bollinger whose telephone number is 703-308- 
1113. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9:00 am 
to 5:00 pm. 
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lf attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are u nsuccessful, the ftvaminpr'g 

supervisor, Donald Walsh, can be reached on 703-306-4173. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). ■ 
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